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(Noi se) Goi ng on your way? (Noise)

Yes, sir. | think I've just been-- packing
and, uh, getting briefed...

Yeah. Yeah.

...by the State Departnent.

Yeah.

|"ve finished up ny office work.'

Well, | think when you're there -- now, the
thing to do is to try to put out of your
mnd all of the problens in which |--You got

to fish these things out--W always do. W
(unintelligible)-- Watergate and all that
sort of thing--is going to be, be there.
It's gonna be (unintelligible) for what it
is. And I think that you gotta take, take
periods like this, (unintelligible)--three
weeks

[-1"1]1 be off and it'll be about three
weeks.

Good. Just get out there and don't read any
papers, and---

Well, (unintelligible)
| think, (unintelligible)
It's, uh--

The only paper I--left is basically the
Washi ngton Post, as far as | can see. Damn,
it’s worse than the Washi ngton Post.

| --characterize the Post, the Tines--The New
York Ti nes.



FEBRUARY 14,

1973, FROM 10: 13 TO 10: 49 AM

CCOLSON:

PRESI DENT:
CCOLSON:
PRESI DENT:

CCOLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:
PRESI DENT:
CCOLSON:

PRESI DENT:
COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

Yeah, they take the worse of each. it's
uh- -

Awf ul .

Terri bl e.

In legal ternms it's (unintelligible) the
wal I . Alright.

Well, I, | very nuch appreciate your--

Yeah. What are your (Clears throat) |ast
m nut e assessnent of the Watergate thing and
so forth? What's going to happen on, ah?

Well, | had a long tal k--
They sentenced this (unintelligible).

| had a long talk with Bob about it
yesterday, M. President---

(unintel ligible)

Af-after we tal ked--and now | net | ast
evening for a couple of hours with David
Shapiro. He's a--apart frombeing a
splendid (unintelligible) and, uh,
smart--and he, he gave ne a ra-- rationale
which he's witing up for john Dean--for

i nvoki ng Executive Privilege for all but
certain defined areas where individua

wr ongdoi ng m ght be invol ved. He believes
we're on very, very solid ground if that's
the course we want to take.

Um hmm
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COLSON: H s analysis of it is that if you can't have
a confidential--the President cannot have
i mredi at e advi sors and a confidenti al
relationship unless he is assured that that
confidentiality can be preserved, like a
law clerk, with a, with a judge or
Congressi onal aide, and, uh--

PRESI| DENT: Mrm hr m

COLSON: | t makes a very, very good case, uh, and,
and expresses it very articulately. |
talked to Fielding, who is Dean's assistant,
this nmorning and told himthat Shapiro would
come in and work with himnext week it he is
--this week if you want to. | think it's
the only course to take | nean it, you, you
uh- -

PRESI DENT: Start breaking over and (unintelligible).
The problemis that, | guess (Noise)
(unintelligible) the precedents are so so
inportant is the break over on Fl anigan and
justified that.

COLSON: Wel |, Plana--no--Flanigan we did just that.
We said that, that it was a privil eged
relati onshi p, uh, separation of powers, we
argued. However, uh, we would voluntarily
make it available for a restricted area
negoti ated in advance. And, uh--

PRESI DENT: Well, | expect sone additional area--

COLSON: That's what we do this thing wwth. And,
uh- -

PRESI DENT: Oh yeah.

COLSON: And, uh

PRESI DENT: We shoul dn't have Hal deman testify?
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Well, I, | told Bob yesterday, | thought
per haps Bob should not at all, uh--
Yeah.

Ehrli chman, MacG egor and nysel f, Ti mmons--
only as the clearly defined areas in which--
where we wai ve, waiver (noise)--we waive the
privil ege basically.

Yeah.

On any matters that have already--we've
al ready been questioned by the FBI

The part that | think is this--the part |I'm
concerned about is--you got to figure which
IS worse--to, uh, waive the privilege in
this (unintelligible), or just, uh, and
peopl e say, "Well, they stonewall it." |
knew t his--that the charge of cover up and

i nnuendo of charges that we've done- it al
of --are worse then what cones out. Ya know,
| think you' ve got to realize that--1 got--1I
al ways go back at first to ny--ny--own
experience in the H ss case. The Hi ss case
of course, the the ad-adm nistration was
doubly guilty at -first, uh, he was guilty.
But second, what really creamed hi mwas
that, the charge the adm ni stration was
trying to cover it up. (Unintelligible)
Justice Department did, uh, drop the case
after they--after we got the facts from
them He was a red herring Was not know ng
all these facts of course-- and we killed
it--it was the cover-up that hurt, not the
fact that H ss was guilty. (Unintelligible).

It's--of course this instance is

di stinguishable in that you have had a very
exhaustive investigation. No one can really
uncover, uh--
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True. But
VWhat, what

When they say the investigation--you see

t hat, Chuck, when | asked for the

i nvestigation was not being involved and it
was covered up. No, no, | don't think we
have a choice, uh, decision. But that's ny
point. |, uh, that's why | don't want to
give any indication that we're afraid of,
uh, anything that's the point. |, | think
it should be extrenely limted though.

don't want to see you down there
(unintelligible) you know what | nmean. They
get you into other offenses..

Nothing to do with this. That's the point
Shapiro made that | thought was nost
perceptive. He said, "Wiere you have
already testified to a Gand Jury or to the
FBI..."

Yeah.

"...in that area you have al ready exercised
a wai ver, beyond that, no.” Now, if you do
that that's fine, of course
(unintelligible). 1f I had Dean on the

wi tness stand and |, uh, wanted to create a
headline a day, | could, | could ask about

when one of the m |k producers first cane
i nt o- - ( Noi se)

Yeah, | know- -
(Unintel ligible)
.or. ..

Nothing to do with Watergate, nothing to do
with, uh, Segretti. | never heard of him
uh, but you could go on a fishing

expedi tion.
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PRESI DENT: The thing is th (unintelligible)

CCOLSON: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: They_just--that's sonmet hing we just can't
get into.

COLSON: Well, you're--

PRESI DENT: Today as for exanple, too, like, like a

story Col son this norning comrented that
Liddy had the--, the FBlI Internal Security
taps. But | can't believe that's true.

mean, |, uh, | don't know what they're
tal ki ng about.
COLSON: |, uh, that could have been true. They,

they had that security unit set up in the
basenment of the EOB which Bud Krogh ran.

PRESI DENT: Oh, | see, they were, at that tine, in the
country- -

COLSON: Oh sure. And they were, that was perfectly
legitimate. | mean that's, that's the kind
of thing they were hired to do..

PRESI DENT: Mrm hmm

COLSON: Uh, investigating the authenticity of...

PRESI DENT: (Unintel ligible)

CCOLSON: ...of the Dita Beard letter was was a

perfectly legitimate thing. And, uh, | told
the FBI about that--there wasn't anything to
hide. Unh, the thing you can't do is you
can't get part way pregnant. You can't
start tal king about one aspect of a

rel ati onship. ..

PRESI DENT: Yeah.
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...With, with a Wite House enpl oyee and not
anot her. ..

What is--what does Shapiro think? I mean
he- -

Shapiro believes that if Mtchell was indeed
responsi bl e that he should step forward now
and take the heat, and uh

Not go to jail? He can't do that?

Well, his point is he's going to anyway. Uh,
Shapiro's point is if, if he was guilty and
if it's going to come out in the hearings,
uh, then don't let it come out in the

heari ngs, take our own | osses ourselves.

Well, that's, that's very nice
(unintel ligible)

It depends on what, what, uh, what- John
knew. | don't know what he knew, uh..

Wwel | —
...first hand--

Right. D d he, did he, uh (unintelligible)
he knew he was-aware of Hunt and all that
sort of thing, is that correct? Is that
what's gonna cone out? That hasn't yet.

That hasn't yet. That's right. But ya see,
John doesn't have any privilege. John
doesn't have any, uh..

Yeah.

...an imediate relationship to you. Uh,
uh, he was a...

of f --
...Cabinet officer and he had--did have. ..
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PRESI DENT: | was tal king about the canpaign.

COLSON: So, he doesn't...(Noise)

PRESI DENT: Not hi ng about his canpaign (unintelligible)

COLSON: Shapiro's only analysis, just as a cold
bl ooded anal ytical |awer--if you' re gonna,
if you're gonna have a big explosion on
national television and | et goddamm
Magr uder - -

PRESI DENT: Magruder. Those are the two, | guess, that
are really a problem

COLSON: You' d have the sane problem of course if,
if he knew about it.

PRESI DENT: Ch, he did--

COLSON: "' m sure he did.

PRESI DENT: He had to know about it.

COLSON: | know he did.

PRESI DENT: How about M tchell? Do you think he is?

COLSON: John is--John has the nost marvel ous- -

PRESI DENT: Great stone face.

COLSON: Yeah. And convenient nmenory. | mean, he
can- -

PRESI DENT: Yeah, yeah. But the point is

(unintelligible) or not, you, you, nean that
this, this concern about Hunt cracking which
you expressed, uh, incorrect? | suppose as
the uh, the judge calls himin--do you think
that Hunt mght just say, "Well, "Il tell
my whole story.” My viewis that he won't
tell the whole story. My viewis that he'd
say, "Alright I will tell what it is.” But,
t he, uh,--that what he would dc frankly is
woul d be to tell that Mtchell
Mtchell--Do,you think that's what he would
tell then?
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Yes, sir.
O Magruder.
Well, | don't...

My viewis that he would limt the | osses.
He wouldn't go all the way.

No. He would limt the | osses.

| don't think he would cone in and say,
"Well | worked here for Colson on the Dita
Beard thing and | worked on this, that and
the other thing.” O would he?

No. Be-because there isn't anything that,
t hat

(Unintelligible) the judge doesn't need to
get into that.

There's noth-nothing to do with Watergate.

(Unintelligible) held say (unintelligible)
about Watergate (unintelligible).

He m ght do that, uh, | don't think so. But
uh, normally I wouldn't question Howard
Hunt. Normally--

No. | don't think he'll (unintelligible)
probl em

But he's just too--
Just too nuch.

Yeah. 1It's a tough one, it's a really tough
one.

Mmm

Uh, | don't think he'll crack. But, but I,
but who knows. | nean, how do you know what

goes through the m nds of anybody in a
situation like this.
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Ri ght .
God only knows.

(Unintelligible) It's very tough. Ya see
t hese bl acks for exanple (unintelligible)
None of these guys had weapons did they?

No.

Gee

Ya know that's the--of course that's the--
Burglars w t hout weapons.

That's the travesty of the whol e dam thing,

| suppose. No one was hurt. It was a
stupid thing--dunb. But, ny God, it isn't,
it isn't like the Hiss trial. It isn't |ike

the (unintelligible). There' s no..
(Unintelligible). | know that.

In ternms of the..

(unintelligible)

...consequences publicly it's just
pr epost er ous- -

(Unintelligible) because that, uh, H ss was
atraitor -- it was a cover-up

Yeah.
A cover-up is, is the main ingredient.
That's the problem -

That's where we gotta cut our |osses. M
| osses are to be cut. The President's
| osses got to be cut on the cover-up deal.
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Ri ght .
Not the merits of the thing, Christ: .
pled the nerits all the way up. | said,

"Well, they did it and it was wong."
Peri od.

Mhm

But, uh, as far as this (unintelligible)
we’'re not covering up a damm thing.

Hell! W're not covering up any

The problemw th Magruder is, is that
basically he's so close to Bob. Do you
think that's what it is? | suppose they
figured i f Magruder woul d nention Hal deman
(unintelligible). Correct? Is that where

you think (unintelligible) trail |eads?

That's what they would assume, but--1 nean,
that's what sonme people would assune, but |
don't, | think he was divorced publicly well

enough in advance of all of this stuff that,
uh

Vell, he's not--Bob had no contact with, uh,
with Hunt. D d he--
No.
.or McCord?
No.

.or Liddy?

11
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No. | don't believe so. ©h, hell no.

don't think that's--
Hi s contact was wi th Magruder, correct?

Yeah. O through Gordon Strachan, which was
the other |ink that

Vel | --

That they would draw. But, Bob was in a
different position. Bob is--is so much an
extension of you. | nean, his every day,
his, his day's work

I"mtal king a-, |I'mtal king about his
privilege. I'mtalking about, uh, talking
about what could conme out on him and, uh
The only thing that could cone out is
probably that, they ya know, they those

peopl e over there were crazy w th nenoranda.
They wote everything down. Uh—er..

Everytime Bob called (unintelligible).

Sure. (Noise) Sure. O people would use

his nanme. | nean, that happens to ne, that
happens to Ehrlichman- -
Yeah.

And that's another problem you, y-y-you
can't control who says, "Wll..."

"Col son wants this done.™

12
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“...Colson wants this done.” And, uh,
either that, | just--sonebody just...

Well, they (unintelligible). They even use
the, uh, they say "The President wants this

or that done.” O course they, they have -

-the boss wants this or that done and so
forth. And of course (unintelligible) nost

peopl e (unintelligible)

Ya. | never did that deliberately. Eh, but
that's-- but a lot of people do do that, of
cour se.

Well, fortunately, | didn't see any of them
ya know as far as ny, ny situation here is
extrenely qood. | never talked to--1, |

di vorced nyself fromthe tactics of the

canpai gn.

Yeah. Very good.
Except ny own schedul e.
Very wi se.

| wouldn't et people cone in and tal k
politics. Mtchell didn't. That was all
Magruder (unintelligible) B-But never saw
Magruder until after the Novenber

Huh.

Never saw him No, they never told ne
they' d been o-over there and net all those
guys at the (unintelligible) and MacG egor.
(unintelligible) that's good too.

Oh, no. | think I, I think the only, the
only pitfall, M. President and this is
the one that |I',ve--1 think I've got every
body-- | think everybody's thinking on the
right line. The only pitfall is the nonment

you open up the Pandora's box in the Wite
House you can lead into nineteen other
totally irrelevant (unintelligible with

noi se) are the ones that would cause daily
enbarrassnment. My feeling is hard line it,
in ternms of what you are willing...

13
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Ri ght .
...to tal k about.

You know the thing about it of course is
that you have this enornous differ-difficult
doubl e, double standard in the press, for

i nstance. You can take this story about

t oday about the--that they had access to the
confidential nmenoranda. Now, who the hel

is that comng from | ask ya? See they got
this and they're dripping it up little by
little. Wo--where are they getting these
stories, Chuck?

Bur eau.
The FBI ?
(Unintel ligible)

Did they question the FBI (unintelligible)
how di d the FBI know?

Well, the FBI woul d have been in a-would
have been sending that information over to
Li ddy and Hunt.

Mmm hmm

And, uh, every |eak we've had, M.
President, has been out of the Bureau, uh,
that's one of the reasons that when you
asked me ny opinion yesterday, I, | don't
know whet her - -

About Gray.

| don't know whether Gray's the best nman or
not, but I--

(Unintel ligible)

Yes, certainly. Let himgo in and fire sone
of the bastards that he thinks have, have
uh, (unintelligible)--

Yeah.

14
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The whol e dam- -

(Unintelligible) on the other hand they go
out (unintelligible). Wat then?

Well, the hell, they're talking now. If--
there isn't anything that | ever told the
Bureau that | haven't seen cone out in
print. And, uh, it does, it really does
rai se questions about the integrity of the
Bureau's process. You have to be a little
careful what you--

(Unintelligible). Wll, when Hoover was
there it didn't |eak

It didn't happen?
Di d not happen.
Ch, hell no. They were scared stiff.

I, I could talk to Hoover about all sorts of
things and | talked to himvery freely over
the years and there it never, never cane
out .

VWl |, because they knew that if any body
t al ked- -

To the press.
to them And, uh--

You take, you take the (unintelligible) nmake
a smart thing, big thing out of sone
contribution we received that would sort of
(unintelligible) nore than a five thousand
dol lar contribution. You know that wasn't
really a blunder. Was it? Good God! When
our people spent thirty-four million dollars
where the hell (unintelligible).
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COLSON: Not only that they, he, he wote off al
the, all the | oans which which was a--a
di rect avoi dance of the statute and, uh we-

PRESI DENT: Not an evasi on.

CCOLSON: Sir?

PRESI DENT: Not an evasi on.

COLSON: Not an evasi on.

PRESI DENT: Not a--not a-not a violation, therefore.
COLSON: No, but my God, | nean if you're gonna, if

you're gonna wite it on sonething uh—so the
Seaf arers gave us--Paul Hall gave us a
hundred thousand dollars. Well,

that' s-They' ve, they've witten about that
now four days in a row. But, uh, Ki mrel man
witer, off a half a mllion and uh, which
was an avoi dance, uh

PRESI DENT: You nmean he | oaned that rmuch for a-- oh, for
Christ's sake that's a--our people are gonna
make anything out of it?

COLSON: Oh, we expl ained about it. W explained
about it during the canpaign. But, uh--

PRESI DENT: So it's a contribution?

COLSON: Sir? They carried it as a loan all through

t he canpai gn because they didn't want to
show this big sum of noney com ng fromthese
peopl e.

PRESI DENT: Oh.
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PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

After the election they'd wite off the
loan. So it beconmes a contribution
absol ut e.

Wbul dn't our counsel get into that hearing?
Oh, absol utely, absolutely.
(Unintelligible) on that.

That's the kind of thing that, uh, where ya
know-if, if our fund raising and noney is
being held up to inspection, uh, his should
be--sane way.

(unintelligible) did you do this, did you?

Oh, 1'd call on every one of those guys.

Uh, can have a parade if, if that's the way
they want to play the ganme, then they' ve got
to know -the people on the H Il have got to
know that's the way our guys are gonna pl ay
t he gane-uh, which | think they woul d.
(Pause) But, but, the bottomline, M.
President, of all of this, really, is that I
just don't think the public gives a dam.
Now t hey- - everybody enjoys a si deshow and
this towm gets all excited over the--that

ki nd of circus.

| agree--true.

But | think you just have to go up there
and, and, and say the matter of principle
that, uh, and, and be very hard about it,
and then say, "What the hell, if the
country..."

Ri ght .

You' re gonna, you're gonna get the, the Left
all exercised. Because it's sonething they
can (unintelligible)

17
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PRESI DENT:
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PRESI DENT:

CCOLSON:
PRESI DENT:
CCOLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:

PRESI DENT:
COLSON:

(Unintel ligible)

| just don't think the man in the street
cares.

Ri ght, right, right.

The people that | have talked to the | ast
forty-ei ght hours have--just have one
overwhel m ng sentinment and that is “My God,
how proud they are to be Americans, how
proud they are of you.” Unh, everybody--
it's, it's been an interesting phenonena.
Everyone |'ve tal ked to has said,
"Congratul ate the President on the
prisoners.” And that just--the inpact of
that is, is, uh, the equivalent of a

t housand Watergates. He just--

You know, even though it's a synbolic thing
(unintelligible) flag (unintelligible)

Beauti ful statenent.
(Unintel ligible)

The Washi ngton Post buried it
(unintel ligible)

They did it because they just, they know it
was a very (unintelligible). The average
person (unintelligible)

Ch, absolutely, absolutely. No. I, Uh--
Yes. (Unintelligible)

Yeah, but your statenent was marvelous. It's
the tine to fly the, to fly the flag high
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(PRI'VI LEGED MATERI AL DELETED)

Oh, | see. Don't read the papers. Forget
t he whol e damm thing. Let her go.

well, we'll, uh, we'll tough it
(unintelligible) through and, uh, cone out
on top as we al ways have.

| nmean, this is a tough one, because there's
so many players, and so God-damm sad | think
of those seven guy...

So do |I.

...who are involved, you know, Jesus Christ,
they did it with good intentions
(unintelligible). O course, | guess they,
t hey must have known that they had to take
this kind of risk (unintelligible)

| think that they' ve taken that all their
l[ives. | don't think that's --

Yeah. They've been tal king, they've been
doing this sort of thing--

Yeah, | think, they got—well--
(Unintel ligible)

RESTRI CTED- “ B”
(Unintel ligible)

M. President | thank you for your
(unintelligible)
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PRESI DENT:

COLSON
PRESI DENT:
COLSON:

PRESI DENT:

CCOLSON:

PRESI DENT:

COLSON:
PRESI DENT:
COLSON:

PRESI DENT:
COLSON:
PRESI DENT:

CCOLSON:
PRESI DENT:
COLSON:

COLSON:
PRESI DENT:
COLSON:

(Unintelligible) this trip (unintelligible)
fine, fine. You just go ahead--

W t hout - - -
Have a good tine.

"1l be winding up when | get back. | don't
want to be maudlin but it was kind of ironic
with Christmas com ng up

Well, said that to Ziegler, forgive ne for
Hel ns bei ng sent to Chana.

(Unintelligible). Proudest thing |I've ever
done in ny life, sir,

Wll, that's uh--you're not |eaving, you're
just going across the street.
(Unintelligible)...block away- |, uh--
Right. A block away, huh?

Hal f a bl ock away. |[|--at your service for
anyt hi ng, anytinme

Ri ght .

... anyway.

Well, | appreciate it. Beyond the call of

duty's. Fine (unintelligible) alittle
rest. You go on.

This'Il, this'll...
Take some time.

...this'Il be helpful. [I'll try not to |let
(unintel ligible)

(Unintelligible, with noise)
M. President, thank you, sir.
Have a good tine.

Thank you.



